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Annie Beatrice Holness, a 
middle-aged London civil servant, 
was evacuated with her office to 
the seaside town of Morecambe 
in 1940. A year later she began 
writing for Mass Observation. Her 
observant and thoughtful diary 
recorded everyday life in all its 
diversity – her billet, her country 
walks, her dreary job, her usually 
gratifying leisure activities (night 
classes, music and theatre, her 
allotment garden), the congestion 
and sights and sounds of wartime 
Morecambe, such as WAAFs 
training and throngs of holiday 
visitors on the promenade. Annie 
also disclosed her feelings about 
the setbacks and advances of 
the war and her attitudes to such 
issues as social reform, farming 
practices, religious belief, and the 
rights of women, especially in the 

workplace – though reticent on 
many matters, she was decidedly 
a feminist. Her perspectives often 
shifted, as war forced her and 
others to change. Feeling – as 
she often lamented – an ‘exile’ 
in Morecambe, she returned to 
London in 1945, but two years 
later chose to come back to 
Morecambe and settle there 
permanently. This edition focuses 
on the years when her diary was 
at its richest, between 1941 and 
1943.

Patricia Malcolmson and Robert 
Malcolmson are historians who 
have written books and articles 
on English social history since 
the eighteenth century. In recent 
years they have edited for 
publication numerous twentieth-

A Londoner in Lancashire
A Londoner in Lancashire 
1941-1943: The Diary of 
Annie Beatrice Holness 
(edited by Patricia and Robert 
Malcolmson) has been 
published by the Record 
Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire

Article continues on the next page 

Welcome to the Spring 2017 
Bulletin! This is the first edition of 
the Bulletin in our 80th anniversary 
year. We are celebrating with a 
conference in July (see page 2); 
perhaps we will see you there!

As well as reading about the 
conference, you can find out 
about the latest publications to 
use material from the Archive. We 
have also selected some quotes 
from our recent Mass Observation 
Project Directive on ‘Being Thrifty’, 
which you can read on page 4. We 
hope you find these tips as useful 
as we have!

Joe Williams introduces himself 
on page 3. He will be covering my 
post while I am on maternity leave 
until later in the year. He will also 
edit the next edition of the Bulletin, 
which you should receive in the 
Autumn.

Regular readers of the Bulletin 
won’t be surprised to learn that 
we are repeating our call for 
day diaries written on 12th May.  
This call is open to everybody, 
so please consider taking part. 
Details are on page 2. 

Jessica Scantlebury
Bulletin editor 



century diaries, most of them 
held in the Mass Observation 
Archive at the University of 
Sussex. These include Nella 
Last’s Peace (2008), Nella Last 
in the 1950s (2010), The Diaries 
of Nella Last: Writing in War 
and Peace (2012), Kathleen 
Hey, The View from the Corner 
Shop: The Diary of a Yorkshire 
Shop Assistant in Wartime 
(2016), and several scholarly 
editions for various record 
societies (London, Bedfordshire, 
Dorset, and Surrey). Their latest 
authored books are Women at 
the Ready: The Remarkable 
Story of the Women’s Voluntary 
Services on the Home Front 
(2013) and Wartime Cumbria 
1939-1945: A Social History 
(forthcoming), and Me and My 
Hair: A Social History (2012) by 
Patricia. 

A Londoner in Lancashire continued

What is life like in Britain in 
2017? Help us take a national 
snapshot on Friday 12th 
May 2017. Whatever you do, 
however you spend the day, 
make sure you keep a record for 
the Mass Observation Archive. 
Details about taking part can be 
found online at: www.massobs.
org.uk/write-for-us/12th-
may. The project is open to 
everybody, so please encourage 
your friends and acquaintances 
to take part. 

12th May
Record your day  

Image taken by Humphrey Spender and 
copyright of Bolton Council

10th & 11th July 2017
Mass Observation 80th Anniversary 
Conference

Celebrating 80 years of the Mass Observation movement
Jubilee building, University of Sussex

Confirmed Speakers: Matt Cook (Birkbeck), James Hinton 
(Professor Emeritus Warwick University), Joe Moran (Liverpool 
John Moores), Lucy Noakes (University of Brighton), Lucy 
Robinson (University of Sussex), Dorothy Sheridan (University of 
Sussex and current Trustee of the Mass Observation Archive)

Fees:
Standard delegate rate: £100
Student delegate rate: £60 

In 1937, a letter signed by Tom Harrisson, Humphrey Jennings and 
Charles Madge was published in the pages of the New Statesman. 
It invited volunteers, from all walks of life, to participate in a new 
research project, which would be “anthropology at home . . . a 
science of ourselves”. This letter announced the founding of Mass 
Observation which, over the last 80 years, has developed a unique 
interdisciplinary approach to social research. 

This conference will reflect all aspects of Mass Observation in its 
80 year history. Papers will be given from across the disciplines and 
from all career stages, including postgraduates, doctoral students 
and early career researchers.

www.massobs.org.uk/conference



A West Indian 
Romance
The Mass Observation Archive 
has recently acquired the Dyde-
Joseph Letters. The letters 
in this collection recount an 
intimate and moving love story; 
one that reveals what it is like to 
fall in love in a warm climate!

The letters were written by Brian 
Dyde and Veronica Joseph 
between 1973 and 1974. The 
couple met while Dyde, who was 
a Lieutenant-Commander in the 
Royal Navy, was participating in 
some hydrographic surveying 
work in the Caribbean. Veronica 
Joseph was a young Antiguan 
woman who worked in the 
headquarters of a Caribbean 
airline.

Letters between the two are 
exchanged almost immediately 
after their first meeting. Although 
Dyde was already married, it 
is clear that he was infatuated 
with Joseph after their first 
encounter. Almost immediately, 
the correspondence between 
the pair is relaxed, comfortable, 
and not long after their first 
meeting, the couple fall 
progressively in love with each 
other.

‘All my life, or rather all my adult 
life, I’ve been looking, searching, 
seeking for something, someone 
with whom I could share my life, 
someone I could love and cherish 
and who needed me. From the 
moment I first saw you that night at 
Shelia’s, as I’ve said to you before, 
– to use a West Indian cliché – 
my spirit and my heart took to 
you – even though you were of all 
things, English.’ Veronica Joseph 
to Brian Dyde, 10th September 
1973

Because of the nature of Dyde’s 
job, which leads him to travel to 

many islands in the Caribbean 
Sea, the only way the pair 
could maintain regular contact 
was through letters and very 
occasional visits when Dyde’s 
ship, the HMS Fawn, docked 
again in Antigua. At times, it is 
clear that this has advantages 
for their courtship, as it allows 
them to speak authentically to 
one another:

 ‘My real purpose of my writing is 
because I feel I must tell you how 
much I enjoyed seeing you and 
being with you at the weekend. I 
am very poor at expressing myself 
verbally, but on paper, I have more 
time to collect my thoughts and 
put them in some kind of order. 
The sight of your little red car 
bowling along towards the ship on 
Saturday evening raised my spirts 
immeasurably and from then on, I 
felt quite a different sort of person 
for the rest of the weekend. I am 
elated to be in your company, and 
I enjoy to the full everything we do 
together.’ Brian Dyde to Veronica 
Joseph, London 16th July 1973

This collection of letters details 
a blossoming love, daily life on 
Antigua and in the Navy. Early 
on in their courtship, the couple 
make plans to marry and this 
is realised in the autumn of 
1974, when Joseph moved to 
the UK to live with Dyde.  This 
collection would be of interest 
to anyone researching love and 
affairs; the Navy; life on Antigua, 
mixed- race relationships and 
the 1970s.

Most of the letters are 
handwritten, although there are 
a few that have been typed. The 
letters are all original and some 
contain illustrations by Brian 
Dyde.

The collection was donated to 
the Mass Observation Archive 
by Brian and Veronica Dyde in 
2016. See SxMOA99/162

Introduction from 
Joe Williams,
Senior Archive 
Assistant – MOA

I recently started work as 
Jessica’s maternity cover and 
I am thrilled to be joining the 
team in Mass Observation’s 
anniversary year.  I look 
forward to supporting the MOA 
in its activities, with work well 
underway on the planning of 
this year’s 12th May event and 
summer conference. 

I have long been interested in 
Mass Observation and, while 
only a few weeks into my 
role, I am learning first-hand 
how distinctive and diverse a 
collection it is. 

I was introduced to Mass 
Observation during 
postgraduate studies in cultural 
heritage at University College 
London (UCL), where I focused 
on personal testimonies and 
oral histories. Having returned to 
UCL in 2015, I recently qualified 
as an archivist. 

Making a return to my home 
county of East Sussex I am 
very pleased to be joining the 
University of Sussex Special 
Collections at The Keep. I am 
enjoying working with such an



The Mass Observation Archive specialises in material about everyday life in Britain. It contains papers generated by the original Mass Observation 
social research organisation (1937 to early 1960s), and newer material collected continuously since 1981. The Archive is in the care of the University of 
Sussex and is housed at The Keep with the University of Sussex’s Special Collections. The Mass Observation Archive is a registered 
charitable trust (no. 270218) and is recognised by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council as having outstanding national and 
international importance under the Designation Scheme.

The MO Bulletin is produced and edited by Jessica Scantlebury. It is distributed to Mass Observers and members of the Friends of the 
Archive scheme. Why not join our Friends scheme? Not only will you be kept up to date with the latest MO related news, but you will 
also help to support Mass Observation’s activities. 

See our website for further details: www.massobs.org.uk or email moa@sussex.ac.uk

Being Thrifty
In 2016 we asked the Mass Observation Project panel to write about manage resources around 
the house. Mass Observers shared tips about frugal living and ‘making do and mending’. Here 
are some of the best. 

I’ve been known to go skip diving. My best find was when a kitchen showroom was refreshing its 
display: I rescued all the pieces of marble they had and they now make a great looking garden 
feature. (D5157, 43 years old, female, Nottinghamshire)

When we go out we try and use vouchers where we can. For example signing up with restaurant 
websites means that we usually get money off when we go to places like Frankie and Bennys, and 
I don’t remember the last time we paid the usual full price at Pizza Express. (S3711, 41 years old, 
Sheffield)

When we were a hard-up young couple, I used to ask myself when tempted to buy: ‘Do I want this?’ 
(‘Yes!’); ‘Do I need this?’ (‘Yes!’); ‘Can we manage without this?’ (‘Yes’). If the answer to the last 
question was positive I didn’t buy! (R2144, aged 80, female Birmingham)

I would rather use something to the end of its life than replace it just because there was a newer 
model, or something more fashionable. We still have our microwave and fridge freezer that we 
obtained when we were married 20 years ago. (D4736, aged 50, male, Southampton)

We agreed that the children could buy a canteen lunch twice a week and take a packed lunch the 
rest of the week. The money doesn’t go far, and they are always hungry. So to keep costs down I buy 
snacks for them to take and eat at school. I ration the snacks and they are kept in a basket at home 
(and hidden in various secret locations so that they don’t get eaten up straight away). There is also 
toast and yogurt for after school. I’m told I’m mean. (T4715, aged 45, Female, West Bridgford) 

active archive and it has been 
fascinating to see how the
collection has developed and 
the ways in which it continues 
to do so. I have been inspired 
by ongoing projects addressing 
the barriers people face in 
accessing archives, and MOA’s 
aim to reflect the diversity of life 
in early 21st century Britain.

The next few months will be 
busy and exciting ones, building 
up to our spring and summer 
events. I look forward to being a 
part of the MOA’s work in 2017.

Shrinking Violets by Joe Moran

In Shrinking Violets, Joe Moran explores 
the hidden world of shyness, providing 
insights on everything from timidity in 
lemon sharks to the role of texting in 
Finnish love affairs. As he seeks answers 
to the questions that shyness poses - 
Why are we shy? Can we overcome it? 
Does it define us? 

Documents from the Mass Observation 
Archive are used to explore this human 
condition, as are the fascinating stories 
of the men and women who were ‘of the violet 
persuasion’, from Charles Darwin to Agatha Christie, 
and George Best.


