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Happy New Year!

Welcome to the Winter 2019 
edition of the Mass Observation 
Bulletin.

This edition of the Bulletin brings 
you news about changes to the 
Mass Observation charity and 
our latest news about our current 
activities. 

In the article below you can read 
about an exhibition of Julian 
Trevelyan’s Mass Observation 
artwork in Chichester. If you are 
local make sure you take the time 

to see this wonderful exhibition. 

There are updates about our 
Mass Observation Project 
throughout the Bulletin. I hope 
you find there interesting. Do 
get in touch if you have any 
comments or concerns. If you are 
a Mass Observer, don’t forget to 
send us your Mass Observation 
Directive reply as soon as you 
can! 

Best wishes,
Jessica Scantlebury
Mass Observation Bulletin 
Editor

Portraits of a Generation
Julian Trevelyan at the Pallant House, Chichester
until Sunday 10 February 2019

A founding member of the 
British Surrealist Group, Julian 
Trevelyan (1910–1988) was at 
the centre of a defining moment 
in British 20th century art.  He 
was an original participant of 
the Mass Observation project, 
creating artworks of the industrial 
north, and embracing a wide 
variety of styles from surrealism 
to realism and abstraction.

Over 100 paintings are on 
display at this new exhibition 
at the Pallant House Gallery, 
Chichester. The exhibition 
celebrates his distinctive 
visual language which reflects 
an enduring appetite for 
experimentation as well as 
reaffirming Trevelyan’s significant 
contribution to British art.

The first comprehensive 
retrospective of the artist in over 
20 years, the exhibition marks the 
30th anniversary his death. The 
exhibition is co-curated by James 
Scott and Ariane Bankes.

On Thursday 17th January 2019 
art historian David Mellor will be 
speaking about Julian Trevelyan’s 
work and relationship with  Mass 
Observation. For more details: 
https://pallant.org.uk.

The Potteries, 1938, oil on canvas, Swindon Museum © The Julian Trevelyan Estate



The MOA is now a CIO

The Mass Observation Archive 
is now a registered Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation 
(registered charity number: 
1179673). This organisation 
replaces the previous charitable 
trust (number: 270218). You 
can find more details about 
the Archive as a charity on the 
Charity Commision’s website.

Recording Leisure 
Lives

The Centre for Worktown 
Studies and University Centre at 
Blackburn College invite you to 
the eleventh annual Recording 
Leisure Lives conference on 
April 16th, 2019 in Bolton

Keynote speakers include Jean 
Williams (Professor of Sport, 
University of Wolverhampton), 
academic lead for the Hidden 
Histories of Women’s Football 
project at the National Football 
Museum and Keith Laybourn 
(Professor of History, University 
of Huddersfield), author of 
Going to the Dogs: A history of 
Greyhound Racing in Britain 
1926-2017.

The conference sub-themes 
include: Gender, Age and Social 
Class; Amateur and Professional 
Clubs and Teams; Voluntary 
and Community Organization; 
Tradition and Innovation; 
Sporting Spaces and Identities; 
Hobbies and Games. There is 
also an open stream on any 
aspect of leisure in 20th Century 
Britain.

Cost: £45 (Full)
£25 (Students and non-waged)

www.bolton.ac.uk/places/
schools-faculties/centre-for-
worktown-studies.



A Vicar Devoted to Mass Observation

A Parson in Wartime: The 
Boston Diary of the Reverend 
Arthur Hopkins, 1942-
1945, edited by Patricia and 
Robert Malcolmson with Ann 
Stephenson (Lincoln Record 
Society, 2017)

Arthur Hopkins (born 1900) 
was both a parson and a model 
mass observer. He was keenly 
interested in pastoral work, 
and in the course of his visits 
to parishioners’ houses and 
conversations with hundreds 
of local people, from all levels 
of society, not to mention 
carrying out his fire-watching 
duties with two or three working 
men, he learned a lot about 
his community’s social life and 
living conditions. He reported 
on tragic and comic situations, 
on everyday problems and 
special events, on fishermen, 
publicans, farmers, mothers 
who had just learned about 
the deaths of their sons, and 
members of the local elites, 
a few of whom he disliked. 
He was an active supporter 
of one man, an atheist, who 
spent time in prison. Though 
Hopkins’ background was Tory, 
his sympathies were with the 
‘common people’, and by 1946 
he had kind things to say about 
the Labour Government.
 
This is a thoughtful, observant, 
wide-ranging, well-written, and 
often compelling diary that 
offers a perspective on wartime 
England by a clergyman for 
whom human relations and 
welfare were much more 
important than theological 
debates.

The Malcolmsons published two 
other books in 2017: an edited 
volume, Voices from Wartime 

Leeds, 1939-1940: Three Mass 
Observation Diarists (Thoresby 
Society), which includes a diary 
written in late 1940 by Henry 
Novy, later an MO Trustee; and 
an authored work, Wartime 
Cumbria, 1939-1945: Aspects of 
Life and Work (Cumberland and 
Westmorland Antiquarian and 
Archaeological Society), in parts 
of which MO’s Nella Last and 
her diary appear prominently. 

Have you used Mass 
Observation data for 
research? Or collected 
qualitative data as part of 
a research project?

SAGE Publishing are looking 
to commission a series of data-
sets by researchers that will 
illustrate how different methods 
could be applied to narrative 
data.

If you are interested in finding 
out further information see the 
SAGE website. 

Permission would be required 
from our Literary Agents on 
behalf of the Mass Observation 
Trustees if you choose to use 
Mass Observation material as 
fees may apply.

Become a Friend

The Archive depends on 
donations for many of its special 
activities. Since 1991, the 
Friends of the Archive scheme 
has provided essential financial 
support for the Archive's 
activities. Without the support of 
the Friends scheme, the Archive 
would struggle to collect new 
material from ‘ordinary’ people 
documenting everyday life in 
Britain. To become a friend 
visit: www.massobs.org.uk/
support/friends 

New Book from the 
Archive: Continuity and 
Change in Voluntary 
Action: Patterns, trends 
and Understandings

Drawing on extensive survey 
data and written accounts of 
citizen engagement, this book 
charts change and continuity in 
voluntary activity since 1981.

1How voluntary action has 
been defined and measured 
is considered alongside 
individuals’ accounts of their 
participation and engagement 
in volunteering over their life-
courses.

This pioneering study combines 
rich, qualitative material from 
the Mass Observation Archive 
between 1981 and 2012, and 
data from many longitudinal and 
cross-sectional social surveys.

 



The Mass Observation Archive specialises in material about everyday life in Britain. It contains papers generated by the original Mass Observation social 
research organisation (1937 to early 1960s), and newer material collected continuously since 1981. The Archive is in the care of the University of Sussex 
and is housed at The Keep with the University of Sussex’s Special Collections. The Mass Observation Archive is a registered charitable trust (no. 270218) 
and is recognised by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council as having outstanding national and international importance under 
the Designation Scheme.

The MO Bulletin is produced and edited by Jessica Scantlebury. It is distributed to Mass Observers and members of the Friends of the 
Archive scheme. Why not join our Friends scheme? Not only will you be kept up to date with the latest MO related news, but you will 
also help to support Mass Observation’s activities. 

See our website for further details: www.massobs.org.uk or email moa@sussex.ac.uk

Did you write for the Mass Observation project in the period 
1980-1989? As part of the further development of the 
Mass Observation project, the Mass Observation team are 
collaborating with their historic publishing partner Adam 
Matthew Digital to digitise and further engage with the academic 
community. We’re hoping to get in contact with all Mass 
Observers who contributed to the project in the time period 1980 
– 1989 to discuss this exciting project and what it’ll mean for 
research and academia in the future.

Adam Matthew Digital has a twenty-eight-year history working 
with libraries and archives to make archival material available 
on a digital platform and international stage. Their previous 
work with us resulted in the fascinating and extensive Mass 
Observation Online, which made available the papers and 
material from the early Mass Observation Archive dating from 
1937 to the mid-1950s to academics, researchers and students 
at libraries, universities and archives all over the world. This 
collection is viewed as an essential insight into the social history 
of Britain in the 20th century and the continuation of this digital 
collection will further enhance research and teaching for modern 
audiences.

If you, or someone you know, contributed to the Mass 
Observation project between 1980 and 1989, we’d like to hear 
from you. Over the next 6 months we will be writing to you all 
with news about the project. If you don’t hear from us, please 
contact us on moa@sussex.ac.uk

Digitising the Mass Observation Project 

Podcasts
You can download a listen 
to podcast about using the 
Mass Observation Archive for 
research here: www.massobs.
org.uk/podcasts

Making some noise at the Archives

Unlocking Our Sound Heritage (UOSH) has arrived at The Keep. A three year British Library project, 
funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, UOSH will transform our access to sound collections across the 
UK, digitising recordings, and making them available online or onsite in archives. 

The South East hub at The Keep is just one of 10 across the country. Over the next three years 
UOSH will be working with partners across the region to digitise collections including recordings of folk 
music, train doors slamming, bees humming, drumming, oral history interviews and much more. The 
digitisation will provide easier access to sound collections, but will also ensure their survival for the 
future, as many of them are currently on degrading and increasingly obsolete formats. 

If you’d like to know more or would like to volunteer with the project, please get in touch with Esther 
Gill esther.gill@sussex.ac.uk or follow the project on Twitter: @KeepSounds  #SaveOurSounds.


