
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Battle of Britain 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Links 
 
English: 
-Participate in 
discussions, 
presentations, 
performances, role 
play, 
improvisations 
and debates. 
  
-To adopt, create 
and sustain a 
range of roles, 
responding 
appropriately to 
others in role.  
History 
 
-A study of an 
aspect or theme in 
British history that 
extends pupils’ 
chronological 
knowledge beyond 
1066  
 
-Understand 
historical concepts 
such as continuity 
and change, cause 
and consequence, 
similarity, 
difference and 
significance, and 
use them to make 
connections and 
draw contrasts. 

People’s experience of an historical event: The Battle of Britain 

Documents: Situation packs; a range of documents from 1940 

Teachers’ Notes 

To observe and comment on people’s experiences during The Battle of Britain 

 
Becoming a Mass Observer:  

• In order to find out more about The Battle of Britain, explain that the students are  going 
to act as Mass Observers. Start by making a list of the skills a Mass Observer would need 
 use the introductory information about Mass Observation to help. Allow the students 
some time to dress in the costumes from the case and practise observing around the 
school to hone their skills!  
 

What was The Battle of Britain? 
• Students begin by writing down everything they know about The Battle of Britain. As 

they share their notes, create a whole-class spider-gram of existing knowledge.  
• Explain that they will be using Mass Observation material to discover more about this 

national event, and will add information to the spider-gram as they learn more. 
•  

Discovering your situation during The Battle of Britain: 
• Ask your students to get into groups of five. Place the ‘situation cards’ in a bag, and pull 

them out one by one, allocating a situation to each group. 
• Hand out the corresponding situation packs and give the groups time to  find more  

What type of information is in their pack? How were the people in their packs affected 
by the Battle of Britain?  Support lively discussion within groups but, at this stage, don’t 
allow them to share too much with other groups.  
 

Travelling back in time: 
• Introduce this activity by travelling back in time yourself: using the teacher’s diary from 

the evacuation pack as inspiration, pretend to be a Billeting Officer. While you do this, 
ask the children to act as Mass Observers, making detailed notes on what you are 
saying/doing  What have they found out? Was it useful to watch someone in character 
rather than just read the information? Why? Can they add any more facts to the class 
spider-gram? 

• Ask each group to practise acting out something from their pack (diaries and overheard 
conversations might be easiest)   What dialogue are  they going to include? What 
about stage directions, props and costume? 

• Ask half of the class to become Mass Observers, listening to and watching the other half 
of the class perform  Do they want to use a clipboard? How are they going to present 
themselves so that they can hear/see as much as possible? 

• The Mass Observation begins! As half the class perform their recounts, the other half 
make detailed notes on what they see and hear. Ask the actors to repeat their 
performances, so that the observers can see every group. Once the Mass Observers have 
gathered enough information, ask the students to swap roles.  
 

Sharing knowledge: 
• Gather the groups together and find out what they’ve learnt. Add information to the 

spider-gram as they share notes  How do their observations compare with the original 
material? Could they pair-up with someone from another group and check? How did The 
Battle of Britain affect people? Why is it considered to be a significant event in 20th-
century history? 

Objects: Billeting Officer cap, evacuee labels 
and ARP Wardens helmet  


